THE  LETTERS   OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

The second letter shows Francis at work trying to separate
the allies, Charles had been unsuccessfully besieging St. Dizier
since the beginning of July: Henry had been equally unsuccessful
at Boulogne and Montreuil; so Francis wrote to each of then
privately to suggest how profitable it would be to make peac
with him. Henry sent his letter on to Charles, and answers
Francis as follows.

v,To FRANCIS I

{Aug. 3, i544;

MONSIEUR MY GOOD BROTHER, I have received your letter fr
this bearer the Sieur de Framozelles, and have understood hi;
credentials, but marvel not the less at the beginning of this you
last letter than at that which formerly you wrote me: because a*
this overture for peace was, as you know, first proposed by th<
Sieur de St. Martin, your subject, and, after I had shown myseli
averse to give ear thereunto, was again renewed by Monsieur k
Marechal du Biez, and the Seigneur de Vervins your captain ai
Boulogne: yet in this your said last letter you speak as if the
matter had been first set forth by us, wherein you greatly touch
our honour, the which, as you are aware, having always guarded
inviolably to this present, I will never consent in my old age that
it shall be anyway distained*    As for the proposal that the said
Sieur de Framozelles has made me for peace, praying me on your
part to know the intent of our good brother the Emperor in $u$
matter: I am glad, as much for respect to the tranquillity am!
universal good of Christendom, as for the friendship which ha$
, hitherto been between us, to be a mediator with our said good,
brother the Emperor, so that you will make him by us sudi
sufficient offers as he shall have good reason to accept then^;
beseeching you to be content with this answer for the presej$|t
for until we shall have sent him word of this matter, it is a<if
possible, neither on my part nor on his, honourably to give
any more precise answer*   In that, by your fault, or at the \
the fault of your counsellors, having been constrained to take I
arms against you, I cannot (with mine honour) renew our i
ship, without that our said good brother the Emperor be aet||
tised thereof, and be as fully considered, as to him app